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My Top Ten Educational Web Sites
1- The Incredible Art Department     http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad 
     This site is an invaluable resource for any art teacher. It provides a huge number of quality lesson plans complete with objectives, materials, assessment rubrics, etc., indexed by subject, artist, or grade level. Also featured are links to other art  and art education site, games, best practices, job searches, news, blogs, featured school art rooms, and other resources, links, and information to numerous and varied to list here.
2- Best of History Web Sites     http://www.besthistorysites.net 
     This site is a portal with links to over 12,000 history web sites indexed by period and category. It also contains links to history games, quizzes, and activities as well as lesson plans, maps, and research sites. This site is one of the most comprehensive resources for history I have seen on the web. It has a great search function with numerous pre-selected options. This site is serious and scholarly and should be of great assistance to history students and teachers alike.
3-YouTube     http://www.youtube.com 
     This site may seem frivolous to be selected for an educational website, with all of its entertainment and other non-serious content. It is however, a valuable and surprisingly vast collection of information on a multitude of topics, from simple “how to” type videos to informative videos concerning just about every topic imaginable. This site, if used cautiously by educators can prove to be a fount of information presented in a primarily visual form and can , given the necessary equipment (e.g. computer screen, projector, or Promethean board) can add dimension to much subject matter to be taught.
4-Free Federal Sources for Educational Excellence      http://free.ed.gov/index.cfm 
     This site’s description is “Teaching and Learning Resources from Federal Agencies”. The site provides links to high quality, dependable web sites such as that of The Library of Congress. The links are arranged by subject area, and the choices are many. What I like about this site is that is specifically designed for educators and the many of the links presented are themselves comprehensive sources on their topics with search feature that expand the utility of the site. The links I have followed on this site have consistently led to websites (e.g. The C.I.A. World Factbook) so rich in educational resources that they themselves probably deserve inclusion on this list.
5-Artsology   http://www.artsology.com/index.html 
     Although not as expansive as some of the sites listed above, this web site is a personal favorite. Its two principal features are the games page and the investigations page. The game page is what makes this site fun. It has many games that for the most part are inspired by and involve topics from art, architecture, and music, although there are a few games that are off topic. The investigations page contains in depth examinations of various facets of topics in the arts. The site also has some videos, a gallery, and some other offerings. The web site is well crafted in appearance and has well organized content. Artsology has obvious value as a classroom activity center and informational resource for art teachers and students.
6-Art Cycopedia   http://www.artcyclopedia.com 
     The value of this site is not found in games or lesson plans but is instead found in its amazing array of information and image. According to the site itself it has “9000 artists listed, 2,900 art sites indexed, and 160,000 links. It has a search function which allows one to look for artists, artworks, or art museums. Other features include but are not limited to art news, articles, glossaries, and an actualsizer that allows one to view an artwork at its actual scale. Placing all of this information at your fingertips, Art Cyclopedia is as deep as it is wide and thus establishes itself as an extremely useful instructive and research tool for art teachers and students and easily qualifies it for inclusion in this list.
7- The Revolutionary War-A Journey Towards Freedom    http://library.thinkquest.org/10966/index.html 
     This site was included in the list because it is an example of student generated work that is truly useful in an educational context. It was apparently created under the auspices of something called Oracle Think Quest and is the end product of a project by three high school students and their three teachers. It features an Infopedia page with links subjects that then present links to more narrow topics. The pages you end up on are well put together and informative as well as well illustrated. It has a discussion forum, a small game area, some activities for teachers, and some links to interesting web sites, although some of the links are broken. My favorite link was to Historical Maps of the U.S. which had an extensive list of maps, some of which had a zoom in bird’s eye view feature. The educational value of this site lies not just in its informational usefulness but also in its demonstration by example of the success students can achieve in creating something valuable and constructive.
8- Best Ed. Sites     http://www.bestedsites.com 
     When searching for the best educational sites Best Ed. Sites is sure to come up. However, upon inspection this site is found to be among the best this writer has examined. When compiling this list I have tended to include site with links to many other sites as I felt these to be the most useful. Using that criterion Bet Ed. Sites is an easy choice, presenting as it does numerous educational categories each with links to many useful, fun, or interesting sites. The teachers’ resource page was of particular interest with its many links to useful information. There is a references page, a game and activity page, news sites for kids, museums of the world, a directory for search engines, and the only engineering page I have yet seen on such educational sites. There is much on this page to explore and it is definitely an educational asset.
9- NASA     http://www.nasa.gov/home/index.html 
     Although not strictly an educational web site, the NASA site is by its very nature educational. It is flawlessly constructed, has excellent graphics, is easy to navigate, has a good search function, and is uniformly informative and entertaining. It has news of current and upcoming missions, extensive archives, a kids club section with some high quality games and other features, blogs, image galleries, special sections on numerous categories (e.g. the moon, aeronautics), and many other features too numerous to list here. One could explore this site for a long time without exhausting its potential to interest and educate, and as such it would be a very helpful addition to any educators favorites menu.
10- Room 108    http://www.netrover.com/~kingskid/108.html 
     Room 108 is a web site with many fun and educational features. Among these features are animated interactive stories in a picture book format, math, music, art, writing, and social studies games, as well as other games of a more general nature such as checkers and chess. There are teacher resources that are mostly digitally generated and smart board resources. The primary value of this site for me is the large number of interesting and fun games on a variety of subjects. Teachers at the primary level will find this an especially valuable source of instructional supplements.







